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MONTANA ECONOMY SHOWS UNPRECEDENTED GROWTH 
MISSOULA—
For the first time since the natural resource boom of the 1970s, Montana’s economy has 
seen growth of 4 percent or more for three consecutive years, said Paul Polzin, director of The 
University of Montana’s Bureau of Business and Economic Research.
The Montana economy grew 4 percent in 2005, 4.7 percent in 2004 and 4.3 percent in
2003.
Montana’s growth can be attributed to the continuing oil boom in eastern Montana and 
the reopening of mines after all-time high commodity prices.
“Strong worldwide demand growth has put upward pressure on all commodity prices -  
not just oil -  and provides incentives for increased production,” Polzin said.
Polzin and other economists and experts from BBER, Montana State University and 
UM’s Institute for Tourism and Recreation Research will examine local, state and national 
economic trends at the 31st Annual Economic Outlook Seminar series.
In addition to economic forecasts, this year’s seminar will include a presentation by Rick 
McCann, vice president and senior investment officer at First Interstate Bank. McCann will 




The seminar is presented by BBER and First Interstate Bank. It will be held in nine cities 
across the state.
The first seminar will be held in Helena on Thursday, Jan. 24, at the Great Northern
Hotel.
Following is the schedule for the other cities:
• Great Falls -  Jan. 25, Hampton Inn.
• Missoula -  Jan. 27, Holiday Inn Parkside.
• Billings -  Jan. 31, Northern Hotel.
• Bozeman -  Feb. 1, Holiday Inn.
• Butte -  Feb. 2, Copper King.
• Kalispell -  Feb. 7, Kalispell Center Hotel.
• Lewistown -  March 7, Yogo Inn (special free luncheon presentation).
• Havre -  March 8, Duck Inn (special free luncheon presentation).
Registration is $70 and includes the seminar, proceedings booklet, lunch and a one-year 
subscription to the Montana Business Quarterly. Continuing education credits are available for an 
additional $20.
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